MAKING FIVE WORDS INTO TEN
By Joe

Last week I began a course in the Pearce Institute in Govan, aimed at improving my writing skills, along with other areas of my education. The fact I am on this course never mind any other is due to a chat I had with sue seeds from the lifelong learning section, who are part of Glasgow city council. They are also my employers. Sue had visited my depot a number of months ago when she replaced her colleague Paul MacDonald, and was reviewing his case files. Sue met with others from my depot, but when I met sue she seemed really nice and we began to chat about how she could help me. Initially my involvement with my son’s school football team was the topic, this turned to education and how I felt I had let it pass me by, at this point I explained how I would have really like to address this but felt that  had missed the boat. Well, it must be the reason sue has her job as she was having none of it, telling me it was never too late to learn. Towards the end of our meeting she told me that she would nose around to see if there were any avenues open to me that I could explore. Nothing was guaranteed, but it was a step in the right direction.

Not long after my meeting with Sue, I went along to the vocational centre in Elmbank Street, Glasgow to meet Dorothy Sichi, who is a tutor at the centre. She had spoken to Dorothy about me and she got in touch to arrange a meeting so we could discuss a few things and see if she could be of any assistance to me. While I was at the centre I took a SQA Screener test which would enable Dorothy to assess my level of ability, giving me a point from which I could progress if I wished to do so. Dorothy also sourced some phone numbers of local agencies, who could also help me in my quest to learn, improve my handwriting along with computers and numeracy. Dorothy explained that the vocational centre ran course that might be of use of me if I was interested in taking part on one. I agreed to become involved if a place could be found for me on the next intake, which was due September and usually ran for 12 weeks.

Some times passed before I was to hear from sue, but she got in touch to arrange another meeting at my depot. At our meeting she brought along some leaflets from organizations that could provide me with training and certification at the end of it, giving me something to show for my efforts. To be honest I didn’t and still don’t have the confidence to put myself forward for the type of work suggested by sue. Possible in the future I could look at these without the fear someone who can’t when they really can.
I received a letter in July offering me a placement on a shortened course that would run for seven weeks instead of twelve, which I accepted. Around the time I started the course I made contact with on the local agencies that Dorothy suggested to me. This was the Glasgow south west regeneration agency who I hoped could aid me in my learning.

Programme. After one or two phone calls I was put in touch with Jim MacLeod, a support tutor who deals with people just like me and set up an appointment with him.
I continued my course while awaiting my meeting with Jim, hoping it would kick-start the process of learning as an adult. The first meeting I had with Jim was in the Pearce Institute and funnily was very similar to that with both Sue and Dorothy, positive and constructive, knocking down some more barriers I had put up for a reason I still can’t explain. Again after a short time another offer of learning was there for me. So from feeling the boat had sailed and left me, I was now steering the ship of learning. From here on it was my choice whether I wanted to do something or feel sorry for myself and do nothing.

In just five weeks of attending the vocational centre and two visiting Jim at the Pearce Institute, I feel I’ve made progress already with my handwriting, use of the P.C and my whole outlook is more positive with more opportunities opening up as the weeks roll on.

During my time working with Dorothy most of the work I’ve done has been on the P.C while on the other hand my sessions with Jim have been more practical in nature focusing on my handwriting, mainly in the presentation side of it. When I first showed Jim some of my work he had a look at it, and suggested I could try adjusting some aspects of my presentation, with immediate results.

I have been encouraged to spend some time out with my sessions practising, which I have done and found quite enjoyable the pieces I have written have been short but simple to do.
At my last visit to Jim, I showed him a short piece of writing I had done earlier that morning in Dorothy’s class. My work was about issuing the school, football team with training kit and how I hoped it could bring the team closer as a group. Jim read this and asked if I felt that I could expand it further, creating a more in-depth piece. We discussed ways of doing this, it was then Jim showed me how to create a mined map, which I think is an excellent way of remembering ideas that would be relevant to anything you could be writing about.

While I looked at my mind map trying to think of ways to make five words into ten, I though to would be interesting to write something that could show where I started and how quickly the barriers I placed in front of myself could be removed easily with the help of just three people who were and are positive about learning, encouraging me to be likewise.

Looking back to where my learning journey began has been quite pleasant, because it had allowed me to realise how far I have come, and just what could be achieved if I’m willing to put in the effort, time and application in then I can gain the certificate I crave.

So having covered my learning journey to this point I suppose I can look at that mind map again and have a go at expanding the training kit and it’s positives for the school team.

I get the feeling there could be a lot more paper and ink being used.

