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At the age of 51, I decided to learn how to use a computer and go back and study a subject that interested me. My first ever experience began in 2000 when I enrolled with the Glasgow Nautical College in Thistle Street, on a part-time course in Law and Word Processing. On my arrival at College we assembled into a room where the Head of the Department came and spilt the class into sections. We then filled out forms and our time-table for that term. The lecturer passed out handouts and described how to use the Computer by drawing our attention to the diagrams on the handout. The keyboard is very similar to that of a typewriter, so I had no problem with the typing side of things as I had trained as a Typist when I was younger. I found it very difficult to operate the mouse, it felt as though it was out of control and moving all over the place. I found the subject very intense because we had to complete Word Processing 1 and II. There was a great deal of typing and I made every effort to remember everything the lecturer had shown me. I felt really uncomfortable because most of the students in the class were much younger and had completed a course in Computing while at School. When the first period was over we had a tea-break and then back to class for a law lecture. It was a very good subject to take, I particularly enjoyed listening to the teacher as she made the subject very interesting by giving examples of situations and what can of predicaments you could find yourself in when buying a house. The exam conditions were handwritten and set in the classroom. Towards the end of the term there was a rush to finish the assessments, I remember being given a lecture the day before and sitting the test the next day. The test was about judges and where they sat and the Court of Session. I completed modules I and II in Word Processing and five assessments in Law. The day had started in the college at 9 am and finished at 2.30 pm. It was a successful day and I enjoyed my first day at College.







