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     1.   Cultural Beliefs That Encourage the Marginalization – this link will take you to an          extended paper by Tom Sticht on Multiple Life Cycles Education

2.      Meaningful Differences in the Everyday Experience of Young American Children
By
…By age 3, the recorded spoken vocabularies of the children from the professional families were larger than those of the parents in the welfare families. Between professional and welfare parents, there was a difference of almost 300 words spoken per hour. Extrapolating this verbal interaction to a year, a child in a professional family would hear 11 million words while a child in a welfare family would hear just 3 million. 

…Hart and Risley’s follow-up studies at age 9 show that the large differences in the amount of children’s language experience were tightly linked to large differences in child outcomes. 

3.       Rosa Maria Torres (2003) has argued for what I call a "life cycles" policy for education in which it is recognized that educational policies do not affect only one generation but through the intergenerational transfer of language and literacy they affect many cycles of lives across generations. She has argued that, "…the children’s right to education should include the right to educated parents."

Torres, R. M. (2003). The fundamental linkages between child, youth and adult learning and education.  (I haven’t been able to find this article on line)



4.      Extracts from The Psychology and Pedagogy of Reading by Edmund Burke Huey, 1908

Chapter VI The Inner Speech of Reading And the Mental and Physical 
Characteristics of Speech 

"The child comes to his first reader with his habits of spoken language 
fairly well formed, and these habits grow more deeply set with every year. 
His meanings inhere in this spoken language and belong but secondarily to 
the printed symbols 
.To read is, in effect, to translate writing into 
speech." (Huey, 1908/1968, pp. 122-123). 

Chapter XVI Learning to Read at Home 

"The secret of it all lies in the parent's reading aloud to and with the 
child. 
The ear and not the eye is the nearest gateway to the child-soul, 
if not indeed to the man-soul. Oral work is certain to displace much of the 
present written work in the school of the future, and least in the earlier 
years; and at home there is scarcely a more commendable and useful practice 
than that of reading much of good things aloud to the children." (p. 332 & 
334) 

Chapter XV The Views of Representative Educators Concerning Early Reading 

"Where children have good homes, reading will thus be learned independently 
of school. Where parents have not the time or intelligence to assist in 
this way 
the school of the future will have as one of its important duties 
the instruction of parents in the means of assisting the child's natural 
learning in the home." (pp. 311-312) 

[FamilyLiteracy 1265] NIFL report confirms professional wisdom 
5.   Perry Preschool Project (High-Quality Preschool)  Reference to parental involvement being an important part of this project is contained within the text but not highlighted.



6.  Cora Wilson - Education Crusader
7.
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Stopping Adult Illiteracy at the Source Tom Sticht Columnist 


EducationNews.org


In 2003, the National Assessment of Adult Literacy from the U. S. Department of Education indicated that as many as 5 percent of adults over the age of 16 were non-literate in English (that's 11 million adults), 14 percent (30 million) were below basic in literacy, and another 29 percent (63 million)possessed only basic literacy skills.


Given the magnitude of the adult literacy deficit and the importance of adult literacy skills to international competitiveness as stated by the federal government and numerous business and economic organisations, one might have expected a fairly large increase in funding for adult literacy education. Instead the Bush administration requested a two-thirds cut in the federal budget for adult literacy education, and the Secretary of Education said that the data supported the President's call for a one billion dollar initiative to increase  literacy in the high schools. But actually, the real assault on adult illiteracy was waged by the multi-billion dollars No Child Left Behind act and the initiative called Reading First. This is an approach built on the strategy of "stopping illiteracy at the source." The reasoning behind the strategy goes like this:


Stopping Adult Illiteracy at the Source


Question: Why do we have all these adults who are practically illiterate?


Why can't they read?


Answer: It's because the high schools are graduating functional illiterates.


We need to fix the high schools so they stop sending functional illiterates out into the world.


Question: Why don't the high schools teach students to read before they graduate them?


Answer: It's too late. The middle schools keep sending the high schools students who can't read so the high schools can't teach the academic subjects they need to teach while also teaching students to read. We need to have the middle schools stop sending students to high school who can't read.


Question: Why don't the middle schools teach students to read before they send them on to high school?


Answer: It's too late. The primary grades keep sending the middle schools students who can't read so the middle schools can't teach the subjects they are supposed to teach to prepare the students for high school and also teach the kids to read. We need to have the primary schools stop sending students to middle school who can't read.


Question: Why don't the primary schools teach students to read before they send them on to middle school?


Answer: It's too late. Parents keep sending the primary schools children who have not been prepared to learn to read at home. We need a preschool program like Head Start to prepare children to learn to read so parents can stop sending children to primary school who aren't ready to learn to read.


Question: Why do so many children have to go to Head Start to get prepared to learn to read? Why don't parents prepare them at home?


Answer: It's too late by age 3 or 4. That's why we need Early Head Start


 -


so children can be prepared starting at birth to go to Head Start so 


they can learn to read in primary school so they can learn pre-high 


school subjects in middle school so they can learn high school 


subjects and graduate from high school able to read and be fully 


literate to contribute to society.


Generally this is where the strategy for stopping illiteracy at the 


source stops. It is claimed that literacy development starts at birth 


and so we now put billions of dollars into these preschool programs at 


birth and then add billions more in Reading First and No Child Left Behind money for the instruction of disadvantaged students when they enter school still unprepared to learn to read.


As I see it, a major part of the failure of this strategy up to now is 


that it stops too soon. It needs to ask another question:


Question: Why are so many children born unprepared to be prepared to learn to read?


Answer: It's too late by birth. Too many young adults are functionally illiterate and unable to take care of themselves. Often they get involved with drugs or other activities that destroy their bodies and harm their minds. They often have many out-of-wedlock births, they are frequently unable to make informed choices about good prenatal and postnatal care, and they are unable to afford such care because they can't qualify for well-paying jobs.


What we need is a high-quality, well-funded adult education and literacy system that will prepare adults for parenting and profitable work. This in turn will permit them to provide for their own and their children's health, send their children to school prepared to learn to read, support them through primary, middle and high school, and graduate them with the


literacy skills they need to participate fully in society.


We need to base our education programs on a multiple life cycles education policy, understanding that there is an intergenerational transfer of literacy across individual life cycles. Based on this  policy, with an investment in adult literacy education commensurate with the scale of need, we can get what I call "double duty dollars": we can improve the education of adults, then through the  intergenerational transfer of good health, emotional support and stability, language, and literacy, we can also improve the educability of the adults' children.


It is not too late!
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