Memories of sunny days

Inspired by “Playmates” by George Henry

Looking at Playmates, took me back to the time we lived in sunny Ayr, where my two daughters and son grew up.

I can see them now, on a sunny Sunday, playing in the garden, on their chute or in the sandpit, as my wife and I sat on our porch, sipping a glass or two of vino.

When the school holidays came around, my wife would often phone me at the shop I ran and say, “I’m taking the kids to the beach, do you fancy a picnic lunch?”

I needed no prompting, so I’d jump in the car and join them, along at the dunes area, near Doonfoot, which was quiet with not too many tourists.

There they’d be, sat around the tartan picnic blanket or on the folding chairs, waiting impatiently for me to arrive so Mum would open the hamper, with its mouth watering treats. There would be legs of barbecued chicken, salmon sandwiches, and salads, with ice-creams in the cold box. Also flasks of cold drinks, tea, and one of white wine, for the adults, which we drunk out of plastic cups.

After enjoying their lunch, off the girls would go running along the beach and waters-edge with their dogs, two black Toy Poodles, Fiona with Fifi, and Kirstin with Kiki.

My son, the youngest, preferred to play near us, and dig in the sand for treasure, where I had discreetly buried some coins. His joyful “Eureka’s” at his finds were a source of great amusement to the folks nearby. If I could spare the time I’d help him build a sandcastle, which he took a great delight in demolishing by jumping on it. Then starting al over again

I hated leaving to return to the shop, when they were all enjoying themselves so much, but needs must, I had to get back to business to earn the necessary for our next foreign holiday, usually Florida, and Disneyworld.

Yes looking at Playmates, I saw my kids at play in sunny Ayr.

We were a family then.

Today,…..My wife, now ex, lives in Canada

Fiona and family, now live in Eire

Kirstin and family dwell in Perth Australia

Fergus and family are in Johannesburg South Africa

Me???? Back here in Auld Scotia.  Planning my next trips to see them all. …..Except,..the Ex.!!
John McMillan   7/6/10  

