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Stirling Station

William Kennedy

The painting depicts busy activity on the platform at Stirling Station with many people preparing for their journey. Their attire is that of the late 19th Century, with long dresses and pretty hats and the gentlemen in their frock coats.  The colouring is dark and looks set in the late afternoon, with steam trains in the background.

     This painting reminded me of Ayr train station, which is Victorian and  still has the original glass canopy with metal framework, with the Station Hotel adjoining.  I have often wondered what it would have been like back then with the city ladies and gentlemen travelling to their seaside townhouses to spend a relaxing summer by the sea.  I imagined the exit from the station bustling with carriages and luggage being loaded by their servants who usually accompanied them.  Some of the gentlemen would only spend their weekends with their families and continued to spend their weekdays at home.  

     The adjoining Station Hotel would house the well off and could never be affordable to ordinary people.  It’s architecture is typical of the time and the reception rooms are very ornate with their high ceilings and various wood carvings.  Even today, the Victorian theme still prevails within it’s walls, and the elevator remains unchanged, which adds to the general ambience of it’s surroundings.

     I would imagine that Stirling Station in the 1880s had many similarities  to that of Ayr Station in the same era.

